Dear Students,

By 11.59 PM on Monday, February 15, you are to up upload onto Blackboard answers to the questions that appear below, based on your reading of:  “Champlain’s Legacy:  The Transformation of Seventeenth-Century North America,” pp. 1-53.  This is the first chapter in Fred Anderson and Andrew Cayton’s book, The Dominion of War.  Empire and Liberty in North America, 1500 – 2000.  New York:  Viking, 2005, which is one of the two books you must purchase for this course.  The other book you must purchase is:  Alan Taylor, American Revolutions.  A Continental History, 1750 – 1804.  New York:  W.W. Norton & Company, 2016.  Please purchase both of these books very soon.  Please buy physical copies of the books, not e-books.  An e-book often has pagination that is different from what appears in the physical book.  I am putting the Champlain chapter from Dominion of War on Blackboard but will not be putting all of the chapters you need to read from that book on Blackboard.  Buy Dominion of War and American Revolutions soon.
Questions for the assignment
How did Champlain’s actions, embedded in global market relations, lead to a vast expansion of Native American wars and an exponential increase in their deadliness?  How did European and Native American ideas about trade and war differ, and how did contact with Europeans change the meaning and practice of war among Native Americans?  What was Champlain after, that led him to set in motion this cascade of violence?  
How did French, Spanish, and English ways of treating and interacting with Native Americans differ in the period examined in the chapter?

How were a small band of Spanish adventurers able to bring down the mighty Aztec Empire?

Please do not click around on the internet for answers to these questions.  I want to see that you did a careful reading of the pages assigned.  Answers culled from elsewhere, like from Wikipedia, for example, will be rewarded with a low grade.

Periodically give page numbers, like this:  (p. 23), to let me know where in the text you got your information.  No further bibliographic info is necessary since I know which source you are working with.  Argue in your own words.  I do not want you to string together longs quotations from the text.  Cut and paste is a sign you haven’t understood the reading.  If you wish, you may provide a short quote here and there from the reading that underlines well an important argument you are making.
Your answers should get you to the bottom of page two.  You may continue on to page three if you wish.  No student should submit more than three pages.  You are writing two to three pages in total.  You are not writing two to three pages in answer to each question.

Your paper should be 12 point, double spaced, with extra space removed between paragraphs.  Indent slightly to begin a new paragraph.  Do not have any more space between paragraphs than you have between lines within a paragraph.  If you are typing in Word, scroll down within the little window that pops up when you click on the spacing icon.  Click “remove extra space between paragraphs”.  This will make your typing uniformly double spaced.
Put your name and History 103 at the top of your paper.  You can give your paper a title if you wish.  Do not write anything else on the top.  I want a full two pages, that perhaps continues onto page three.  What I don’t want is empty, white, wasted space.
Upload your paper as a Word Document or a PDF.  Do not upload your paper as a Google Doc.

The Champlain reading is important background for thinking about a movie we will be seeing soon.  The Champlain reading itself sometimes feels like a movie.

Happy reading and writing.

Best,   Joseph Cartolano 
